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CALL FOR PAPERS

We encourage everybody to submit to the Editorial Board (joes_cfp@federatio.org)
papers in the fields covered by the Journal. The papers will be assessed solely on their
academic merits, and these are the few prerequisites the authors and their papers
should adhere to:

Can be written in any language. However, if written in a language other than
English, please provide an English summary of at least A4 length.

A brief (max. 10 sentences long) professional CV in English.

NEWS BRIEF

The news brief section features the latest news from the past three months prior to
publication of each Journal of Eurasian Studies issue in the areas of anthropology,
archaeology, ethnology, folklore, genetics, and linguistics with a special focus on Asia
and the interaction between various European and Asian peoples. News pieces outside
the three-month period or our scope of focus may also be included if they are found to
be of great value and relevance by our editorial board. Please submit a short summary
of those newsbytes (max. 100 words) in English to the following email -address:
joes_newsbrief@federatio.org, indicating the source as well (also URL if applicable).
The column is edited by Andor Zombori If the original news is only available in
hardcopy, please send us a copy to the following address: Journal of Eurasian Studies,
P.O. Box 10249, 2501 HE, Den Haag, Holland The names of the contributors will be
published in the journal unless they ask otherwise.
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DEAR READER,
THE KING

The public launch of the latest novel of Kader Abdolah (the pen name of Hossein Sadjadi
Ghaemmaghami Farahani)1 O U b Deddniagn stiteKingz A wU OO0 w x O E®H11ubtdh BddidOWeekD | 1 w
(16-26 March 2011).1t is a prequel to its other masterpiece, the semiautobiographical $Het huis van de
moskee Tepldouse of the MosgreA 6

( Cdegoningg OwUT 1T woOl EEDOT w# Udthigin puesantd thé dvamadic events Bk plabau
during the second half of the 19" century in Persia in a magnificent literary manteau, making for the
general public this less known period of Iranian history accessible. The protagonist of the novel is the
Qajar OOOE UET w# @0 w2lEDI -1896)) &ho kinllrylto his predecessorsand successors(of the
same dynasty) finds himself and his country in a new era when the Western European great powers
changed the rules of the political, economic and social game due to their advancements in the previous
centuries. The direct impact of these developments is being felt by both the Shah and the country through
their entrapment in the soE E OOl E w s & UhekldssicalHi@lryzin Eurasia between the two great
empir es of Great Britain and Russia.

The major problem the country and dynasty faced in this period was how to accommodate itself to the
requirements of the modern era dictated by the Western powers, and in the same time maintain
independence and identity. As it turned out, during the 19 t century only one non-Western country was
successful in this, namely Japan, through the Meiji-restoration.

The circumstances, both domestic and external, did not make a Meiji -style development for Persia
x OUUDPEOI 6 w. Ol wOi ndldnihgu b U0 E B QUi 0O Odepicts OB Sitliativh uedy wOl E C
sublimely and clearly. All characters, including the British and Russians, are complex personalities with
multi -layered value-system and in most cases diverging interests.De loningg WET OOOT Uw 0 OwUT 1 u
historical novels that are extremely well researched and written with a rare talent. The novel belongs to
that upper echelon of modern historical novels that are trademarked by Gore Vidal.

In early summer came the news that the negotiations around the world -wide English tr anslation and

distribution of this novel were completed. This will definitely immensely | OOE UT I wU iDé kanhig ELE T wi
EQEwWUT UOUT T wUOT ECwOT T wETl UUIT U wU Aidkotical utderdifebt&thatub&damed 1 w/ |
decisive in the 20" century.

Flérian Farkas

Editor -in-Chief

The Hague, September30, 2011
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BERCZI, Szaniszl6

Ancient Viking Art

Example issue from the Coloring Booklet Series of Eurasian Arts?

More than a millennium ago, when Hungarians were roaming on continental Europe, Vikings were
roaming on the seas around the continent. Vikings were good sailors and tough warriors, and later on
proved to be talented organizers of countries. There are several countries that were organised by Viking
warriors, similarly to the steppe warriors who organised steppe countries. The countries founded by the
Vikings can be found mostly around the N orth Sea and the Baltic Sea.
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VIKING KIFESTO

Osszeallitotta és megrajzolta: Bérczi Szaniszld, Bérczi Zséfia, Bérczi Katalin. Budapest, 1995.

Fig. 1. The ancient Viking art is be characterized bythe melting of the steppe and
coastalcultural he ritage.

Theseskilled warriors and seamen had a unique art. Probably the bestknown artifices of them are the
tombstones with engraved drawings ; most of them preserve writings with rune scripts and therefore they

1 The complete series can be accessed in electronic format atittp://www.federatio.org/tkte.html . The graphical illustrations of
this paper are the author’s drawings and paintings.
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are called runastones. Especially the mythical drawing s of the runastones from Gotland Island are

outstanding. The people originating from this island were called by the name Goths allied to Attila, the
Hu n King of the Carpathian Basin.

Fig. 2. Fighting serpents and sea dragons are the charactéstic figures on the astonishing gate
wood carvings at Urnes Church.
In their fight the emblematic animal of the steppe art, the deer, is also present.

The main settling region of the Vikings in the beginning was Scandinavia. Next to the states organised
there (Denmark, Norway , and Sweden) they had a pivotal role in orgaising the states of England, the
ancient Ireland, and Russia, too. One of thebest known battle s of the Normann Vikings was the battle of

Hastings in 1066. The troops of the Normann prince William the Conquerer sailed from Normandy to
England and defeated the Anglo-SaxonKing.
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utén jott a déli partraszéllas hire. Harold délre lovagolt seregével és egy dombvonulat tetején foglalt el védekezo allast. Arkokat astak a normann lovz

tdmadaséanak elharitdsdra. A normannok hiaba rohamoztdk meg tibbszor e védvonalat, nem sikeriilt 4ttdrniiik. Ebben fontos szerepet jatszott az a csataba

folszerelt angol alegység, amelynek tagjai még a lovakat is harcképtelenekké tették. Vilmos aldl harom lovat 6ltek meg e harcok sordn. Kideriilvén Vilmos szamara a
szembdli timadas sikertelensége, a hunok, a magyarok, a péartusok és més sztyeppei lovas népek 4ltal gyakran hasznalt cselhez folyamodott. Latszolag visszavonult és
ezzel kimozdulasra birta az addig védekez6 angolokat. De ezzel a hadmozdulattal érvényesiteni tudta a normannok harci flényét. A csata elveszett az angolok
szamédra: Harold kirdly és két fivére is elesett. 1066, oktober 14-én évszazadokra elddlt Anglia sorsa.

Fig. 3. Fighting troops at Hasting in 1066, on the carpet of Bayeux.

In South Italy another state was founded by the Vikings, namely Sicily. The Hungarian King,
Coloman | the Book-lover, married the daughter of the Normann King of Sicily in the 12" century.
Vikings sailed to the islands of Iceland and Greenland, and settled there, too. Later on they organized
principalities on the Scottish Islands of Shettland andOrkney.

Their art gradually developed during millennia in to a characteristic Viking art from the arts of the
northern people inhabiting the coastal areas of the North Seaand the Baltic Sea.Vikings are of north
German stock; hence in their art they used several mythic elements of the German mythology. Arguably
the most joyful of them is the Sigurd (Sigfrid) saga, especially the most popular scene whenSigurd stabs
with his sword the dragon Fafnir.
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Fig. 4. Fighting of Sigurd (Sigfrid) with the dragon Fafnir, a popular sceneshown in Viking runes.
Previous events are also carved on the entrance gate ofhe Church of Hylestadt: SigurEz UwUOE Ol O
blacksmith prince createsthe magic sword for Sigurd.

Until the full -blown period of Viking art (we show some dra wings of this period) Celtic and steppe-art
forms were heavily used. We exhibit drawings of the period when the new Christian art begins to be
visible on top of the earlier mythic al layers. One of them is the tombstone of Harald Bluetooth, preserved
at Jeling, Denmark. On one side the serpent is embracing a predatory animal, on the other one the Viking
JesusChrist is carved into the stone. The dashing line-drawing style showing men and animals on the
Viking runastones make this art delightful and fascinat ing. The wooden doorway carvings at the Urnes
Church (Norway ) represent this fetching art.
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Fig. 5. The second part of the Sigurd (Sigfrid) saga. While roasting the hearth of the Fafnir Dragon,

a drop of blood touch eshis finger and smarming it Sigurd learnsthe language of the birds, who tell

him that he could even kill his uncle. Sigurd kills his uncle and receives its punishment in the fin al
scenein the pit of serpents (top right)

Fig. 6. Famous runestones, the most characteristic withesses of Wing art. The fighting of a
predator and a serpent can be seen on the tombsbne of King Harald Bluet ooth (bottom). Top left: a
reminescence to Ishtar can befound. Top right : a Christian runestone unifies heavenly and
netherworld ly actors on its carving.
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